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It’s a date…
Saturday 10th September
P&F Trivia night

From the Deputy…
"I get up in the evenin' and I ain't got nothin' to say
I come home in the mornin' I go to bed feelin' the same way
I ain't nothin' but tired, Man, I'm just tired and bored with myself
Hey there, baby, I could use just a little help
You can't start a fire, you can't start a fire without a spark
This gun's for hire, even if we're just dancin' in the dark.
Bruce Springeteen 1984

Monday 12th September
U10/U12 Rugby 7s

Tuesday 13th September
U13/U14/U15 Rugby 7s

Wednesday 14th September
Stage 1 to Local History Excursion

Thursday 15th September
Prep visit to Botanic Gardens

Monday 19th September
Stage 2 to Taronga Zoo

Thursday 22nd September
9.30am to 10.30am
Whole School Valedictory Assembly

From 6pm
Valedictory Dinner @ The Ex
Services Club

Friday 23d September
Last Day of Term 3

Monday 17th October
First Day of Term 4

These lyrics are taken from the ‘Boss’s’ Grammy Award winning album Born in the USA. On
Friday night, opening night for Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, our school had its
Grammy Award moment. Midway through the first act I slipped quietly from backstage
and into the theatre itself and took my seat to watch the unfolding production. This was
about the time that Augustus Gloop was singing his song as the latest ticket winner. I must
admit, that I was wearied by the week, and was ‘nothin but tired’, but within moments,
the spark on stage had lit the fire and, along with everyone else there that night I found
myself riveted and quite simply ‘dancin in the dark’!
To the crew who pulled this off I applaud you. A sellout show
on closing night saw the Orange community witness a school
musical of the highest quality. The polish was extraordinary
and was hard won through tireless commitment and
rehearsal, at great expense to personal time outside
traditional work hours. The students were simply breathtaking
and all week I've felt somewhat starstruck seeing them
around the campus. I am reminded too, of the lead in that
preceded this musical. Who can forget the casting work and
early rehearsals that saw Matilda progress to a performable
level before Covid hit and everything got shelved. In a very
real sense, the lead up to Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory has been 3 years in the making. I’m tempted to quote another Boss
song here; long time comin, but perhaps I’ll save that for another time!
We enter now into a significant fortnight as we prepare to farewell our graduating year 12
class and usher in the new student leadership team. I have been duly impressed by
the interviews of our new prospective captains and they all spoke with integrity and
presence today in our speeches assembly. Now that the voting has been cast, we await
the official announcement on September 21st at the Valedictory Service.
I’d like to close by wishing the Yr 11s the very best as they sit their Yearly Examinations from
Monday of next week.
Blessings for the weekend,
Scott Hazelton
Deputy Headmaster

In honour of Queen Elizabeth II
On Monday Sept 12th, our school will be hosting a memorial service to commemorate the passing
of her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. All parents and friends are welcome to gather with us in the
Hangar from 9:05am.

Deputy Covid Report
Thank you for your ongoing support with managing COVID in our community. All families and staff are reminded
that it is critical that all positive cases are recorded in a timely fashion by using this form.
In order to provide further insight for those families who desire it, you can now dig a little deeper into the COVID
data by accessing this link. This is a live link that will auto update each time a COVID case is reported in the
school. By noting year groups of interest and regularly checking, families will be able to monitor the school’s
position on a case-by-case basis. [Please note that in order for the graph to show the most current data, you will
need to refresh your browser, or close and reopen the link].
The most recent updates to COVID guidelines for schools state that communication regarding COVID cases
should be communicated to families as is most appropriate to the situation. The advice states that schools should
regularly notify the school community about cases in the school, but there is no need to send multiple
communications in a short period where multiple cases have been reported to the school.
The usual school snapshot is below. If particular student groups experience an infection rate that is significantly
higher than the school as a whole, affected families will receive additional information that is relevant to them. I
trust you find this information a useful tool to help give you insight this term.

Families are likewise advised at this time to be mindful of the cold and influenza season that is now upon us. Some
anecdotal evidence suggests that this winter may well see an increased incidence and families are advised to be
particularly vigilant. As always, please keep your child at home if they have any cold/flu symptoms. With some
Influenza A cases already amongst us, a careful eye to thorough hygiene practices is essential.

Sincerely,
Scott Hazelton
Deputy Headmaster

PRIMARY
NEWS
Primary News - Welcome Mr Herbert
The Primary School has recently welcomed Mr Timothy Herbert to the team. Taking
over the reins from Mrs Hindmarsh and Mrs Hazelton. Mr Herbert has hit the ground
running in Stage 2 Crazy Electric Guitars.
I recently asked Mr Herbert a few questions to find out more about him:
What school did you teach at before coming to OAGS?
I was a Stage 3 Teacher at Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School, Pymble before
moving to OAGS.
Why did you choose teaching as a career?
When I finished high school, there was a short moment where I almost became a farmer or a sports manager, but
at the time I was working with the young people in my church community and loved being able to watch them
learn new things about God each week. This formed a desire to become a teacher and play a role in the
learning and growth of students.
What is your favourite subject to teach and why?
I absolutely love teaching History, with my close second being mathematics. I consider myself a bit of a history
buff and love being able to share the past with my students. I love seeing their faces when they learn something
new about their country or other people, as well as making connections to its importance for life today.
When you aren't teaching or preparing lessons, what do you like to do with your time?
I am a sports nut. I love watching any kind of sport, with top choices being NRL, Rugby, Ice Hockey, AFL and NFL. I
have also played both Rugby and Ice Hockey from a young age. I also love to cook!
Who is someone that has had a significant impact on your life?
My late Aunt Beth is someone who has had a significant impact on my life. Through seeing her unwavering desire
to share Jesus with others, in all situations and seasons, I was encouraged to seek the kingdom first in every aspect
of my life.
What is the best food to bring to a teacher morning tea?
I'd have to say guacamole and corn chips.
What have been your first impressions of OAGS?
In my very short time at OAGS I have seen that it is a school that truly wants the best for its students. I have been
amazed and encouraged to be a part of the Pastoral Care program, as well as observing the real impact it is
having on the learning and teamwork of students. I have also been encouraged by the intentional way OAGS
shares the Gospel with students and staff.
And most importantly, what is your favourite chocolate?
I am a big caramello fan.
We welcome Mr Herbert to the OAGS community and we look forward to seeing the impact he makes in the lives
of our students. I will be making sure to keep my stash of Caramello Koalas well hidden!

Mrs Jessica Willis
Director of Primary

Primary Pastoral Care - 7 Habits for Happy Kids
The ‘7 Habits of Happy Kids’ are rapidly becoming a part of our language here in OAGS Primary and it has been
such a delight to hear students of all ages referring to them in both the classroom and the playground. We
recently learned Habit 6 so here’s a snapshot so you can continue to join us in the journey.

Habit 6: Synergise (Together is Better)
This habit is the culmination of the other five that have preceded it. When we are able to be proactive (Habit 1)
and imagine a better end (Habit 2) then do the most important things to bring that end to fruition (Habit 3),
combining it with finding Win Win solutions to our problems (Habit 4) by listening before we speak (Habit 5), we are
in a good position to synergise with others (Habit 6). Synergy is all around us in nature where things come together
to be better than any can be on its own. It’s also a principle in human nature where we can achieve so much
more in synergistic teams than we can alone. Synergy requires us to see and value others’ strengths and be willing
to put into practice all the other habits. When we can do this, our potential becomes almost limitless!
Stay tuned for our final habit in the next Newsletter which underpins all the others so that we can continue living
out the habits to be the best versions of ourselves we can be.

Mrs Kate Bracks
Primary Pastoral Care Coordinator

Art
Sharing these beautiful artworks from Stage 1 - Steel Drums with Mrs Dwyer. Lots of artistic students in this class.

SECONDARY
NEWS
University of NSW Coding at ACE
Many of you may be aware of the syllabus requirement for students for
all Stage 4 (years 7-8) students to undertake studies in Coding and
programming languages in Technology Mandatory. This rapidly
evolving world is one of the highest areas of employment for emerging
careers and agriculture is no exception as technology and innovation
drive sustainable food and fibre production.
Year 8 Technology Mandatory students are currently working on
developing a programming based solution to an agricultural problem,
and this week we were privileged to have a coding outreach program
offered by some of Australia’s brightest young minds.
The University of NSW Computer club outreach program visited OAGS
to deliver intensive training in python coding language to our Year 8
students and OAGS was the only school in the Central West to
experience this opportunity.
Eight students from a wide range of tertiary programs at UNSW
delivered a, three hour coding workshop last Tuesday to each of our
Year 8 classes and even gave us some totally non nerdy beanies and
T shirts to wear. A huge thank you to the team from UNSW Computer
Club for coming along to share their knowledge.
Mrs Eyb ACE Coordinator

CHESS
OAGS Competition - Games continue each Thursday as we progress through the draw to identify the upper and
lower champions of the Secondary and Primary School. Over 50 students attended last Thursday. The growing
numbers of Primary students continues to impress.
Master Class – This has been a very successful initiative into our chess regime to develop keen students into strong
competition players. The 8 players who attend regularly have shown great improvement in their confidence and
understanding of the advanced skills and strategies. We will be approaching more students to join this program
on Wednesdays 3.30-4.30pm.
NSW Secondary Schools Country Championship (Western Region) Round 5 – On Wednesday 31st August Scott
McGoldrick, Archie Casey, Clay Perkins, Rebecca Kemp, Mykayla Hazelton, Charlotte Johnstone and Rohan
Mittal represented OAGS and made use of the home team advantage against the Western Leadership Academy
who travelled from Dubbo. All games were extremely close and continued for over an hour each. We finished
with 2 wins each but OAGS won on countback. This means we now progress to the final round against St John’s
College Dubbo to determine the runner up school for the Western Region. Mr Joe Cummins continues his weekly
coaching and encouragement of our players.
Mr Terry Nye
Chess Coordinator

AG
@OAGS
Contact sarah.eyb@oags.nsw.edu.au

Our amazing cattle team - Hannah Flynn, Macey Paul, Lisa Walker, Will Cooney, Flynn Baker, James Butt, Greg
Finlay, Hunter Slattery, Haile Ellice, Langdon Buckland, James St Julian and Mackenzie Flynn went to their first ever
National All Breeds Heifer Show held in Blayney last Thursday to Sunday and really did themselves and the school
proud - even bringing home a few ribbons.
Students have been working for weeks preparing a team of Shorthorn and Limousin heifers from The Trap
Shorthorn stud and Elberta Limousins (owned by the Said family)plus two commercial steers owned and bred by
the Walker family Sunnyside Shorthorns. Students have spent many lunchtimes, weekends and after school hours
preparing the animals for this show.
It was certainly very cold at Blayney last weekend, and hosing cattle at 5am (in sub zero temperatures) made it a
very challenging exercise. Despite chapped lips and windburn , our team powered on competing in junior
judging, parading and herdsman events.
Every single team member did an incredible job, and a few even got some very special awards Hailee Ellice (Year 7) Encouragement award in Novice Junior Judging
Hunter Slattery (Year 7)Novice Junior Herdsman award
James St Julian (Year 6)Novice Herdsman encouragement award
William Cooney (Year 9) did exceptionally well in a tough class placing third in paraders and fifth with his
Limousin heifer is a Walker then stepped it up to receive highly commended in the Herdsman for her age
●
Hannah Flynn showed her versatility placing second in paraders.
In the steers division, Lisa r and Hannah placed third and fourth with the Walker family steers “Pickle” and “Teddy”
demonstrating the huge amount of behind the scenes work done at home by Lisa in preparing the steers for our
school students to use.
The team all did really well with lots of highly commended ribbons across all sections of the show.
But the greatest excitement of the day was watching our youngest team member Mackenzie Flynn (Year 1) being
awarded the Champion Pee Wee Herdsman of the show. The whole team cheered with pride as Mackenzie
staggered off under her prizes.
●
●
●
●

Mrs Eyb would like to thank ALL the students for their hard work, our amazing sponsors and the incredible parents
who helped make this weekend happen with transport, base camp work and cleaning up a big mess!
Mrs Sarah Eyb - ACE Coordinator

CREATIVE AND
PERFORMING
ARTS
Charlie & The Chocolate Factory Amazes Audiences!
A huge congratulations to the cast and crew involved in the extremely professional and talented performances over the
last weekend. Audiences were blown away with the excellence displayed through performance, props and the musical
accompaniment.

OAGS Band & Brass Ensemble
Senior Concert Band entered the 18 Years & Under Senior Band section where they played ‘Epic
Gaming Themes’ arr. Paul Murtha. Following an excellent performance, with a score of 91 points,
they secured first place. The Senior Band from OAGS has never won this section before.
The adjudicator concluded “a very effective performance with thigh rhythms and coordination
throughout the work”.

AMEB Results
In the recent round of AMEB music exams OAGS had a number of students perform extremely well. Some, but
not all, results appear below
VG + DS piano students
Harrison Baker Grade 4 Guitar - A
Freddie Jones Piano - A
Ben Lee Piano - B+
Emily Meiring Piano - B+
Lucy Jurd Grade 3 Singing - B

A number of OAGS students competed in the City of Orange
Eisteddfod this year. Congratulations to the following young
musicians:
Nate Johnston 10 & under restricted Piano - First place
Nate Johnston 10 & under solo Piano - First place
Amelia Newcombe 10 & under Australian composer - First place
Amelia Newcombe 10 & under Popular section - Highly
commended
Genevieve McGoldrick 14 years piano solo - 3rd place
Alexandra Baines 16 Years & under Woodwind Solo - Second
place
Alexandra Baines Open Grades 7+ Woodwind Solo - Second
place
Alexandra Baines 13-18 Years Senior Woodwind Scholarship
Solo - Second place

Nate - Orange Eisteddfod
Congratulations to Nate (Year 4)
who achieved TWO first places in
piano performance at the Orange
Eisteddfod!

Our students are doing amazing things outside of the classroom…
Zahria - Sydney Gymnastics
Zahria competed recently
at the Sydney gymnastics
and aquatic centre in the
state championships, she
received a silver medal in
Trampoline, Tumbling and
double mini tramp (level
1&2)
Pantsie - Trumpet
Last week we were very proud to have Year 12 student Pantsie
participate in the Regional Youth Orchestra NSW. After a week of
rehearsals and workshops, the students performed Dvorak's 9th
Symphony in the newly refurbished Sydney Opera House.
Pantsie had the honour of being awarded "Best Player of RYO ''
by Conductor Patrick Brennan. She will be performing the
Trumpet Concerto of Alexander Arutiunian (1950) with the
Orange Youth Orchestra & members of the Western Sydney
Youth Orchestra on September 17 at the Conservatorium.

OAGS Supports the 2022 LEGACY APPEAL Week

Last Friday 2nd September OAGS students from 252 ACU - Declan Linde, Tom and Patrick Wright, Ethan McAlister, Mitchell
Wheeler, Ollie Hyde, Amaya Johnston, Scarlett Petty, Alex Trott, Mykayla Hazelton and Oliver McLean volunteered to support
the 2022 Legacy Appeal week. I received several comments from the public on their manners and the way they spoke to
people as they walked the main city streets and shopping Malls. After only 2 hours they had managed to raise over $1000 for
this worthy cause. Legacy staff were most appreciative particularly since not all Orange schools participated this year.

Army Cadets – 252 ACU
AMCU (Australian Multipurpose Camouflage Uniform. The AAC are transitioning into the same uniform that is currently worn by
the Australian Army. The unit received an issue (one of each size - Hat, shirt, trousers) last Tuesday to enable us to confirm size
requirements of all current members. It is important for ALL cadets (and adults) to attend Monday parades so we can measure
and place the unit order before the end of term. Existing uniforms (DPCU) will be retained for field activities after the new
AMCU are issued in 2023-2024.
Fees - Thank you to everyone that has paid the Invoices that were emailed to you. It is preferable that fees are paid into the
252 ACU account to avoid the extra burden on school administrative staff.
Adult Helpers. Please note that we cannot continue to provide the Army Cadet experience and opportunities if we do not
have adult volunteers.
It is essential we continue to increase the numbers of our adult helpers so that we can comply with a recent HQ directive to
enhance safety and supervision. We are now required to have an adult present with each small group which places
constraints on our ability to provide more diverse training on Monday’s. We need 8 adults every Monday to allow all functions
and training to proceed optimally as planned.
If viewing training and observing lessons is “not your thing” then we have many administrative tasks such as assisting with
·
Stores management
·
Canteen & BBQ operation
·
planning the End of year Dinner
·
advertising
·
making training aids
·
assist data entry
Like any volunteer organisation, the more adult assistance (involvement of parents) we have the better the experience your
son/daughter can receive. As students get older and leave so do their parents. We must continue to involve new parents to
ensure 252 ACU can continue to thrive and grow. I am seeking adults that can attend on a regular OR irregular basis (eg
once a month) - please contact me or one of the other adult staff.
Important Dates
No Monday Parades during OAGS School Holiday breaks
24 Sep -1 Oct
3 Dec
January

AFX (Annual Camp) – SINGLETON
Annual Parade & Dinner
NSW BDE Promotion Courses – selected cadets only

CAPT (AAC) Terry Nye
Officer Commanding
252 ACU

SPORT
@OAGS
Contact sport@oags.nsw.edu.au

Netball Finals
The netball season is drawing to a close, but that isn’t without success from OAGS teams. On Saturday 3rd September, OAGS
had five teams play in the first round of finals. These teams included the U10 Wizz Fizz, U12 Fantales, U13 Twizzlers, U14 Zappos
and Opens Smarties.
The U13 Twizzlers and U14 Zappos showed true determination on Saturday playing down players with a few team mates
performing in the musical. While neither team came away with the win, both played excellent games and showed be proud
of their efforts throughout the season. A special mention to the Zappos who only lost by 1 point!
Our U10 Wizz Fizz, U12 Fantales and Smarties all won their games. The U10 Wizz Fizz won by 2 points, defeating the team on top
of the ladder, landing them straight into the Grand Final! Our Fantales also won their game and they progressed onto the Semi
Finals this weekend. If they win this game they will also progress to the Grand Final. OAGS Smarties is a team that consists of
mostly Year 12 students playing in Division 4. These girls were sitting second on the ladder, only having 2 losses against them.
These girls won, scoring a massive 14 points more than the other team and sending them straight in the Grand Final!
Well done to all OAGS teams for a wonderful season of netball. Please come and support these teams in the Semi Finals and
their Grand Finals in the coming weekends. Congratulations to the Wizz Fizzes, Fantales and Smarties for making it this far in the
season!
Miss Stephanie Harrison
Netball Coordinator

Basketball Semi Finals
It has been a wonderful Winter Season of basketball for Terms 2 and 3. We have had 5 teams play this season with some very
exciting results. Our newest team the OAGS Celtics have learnt so much this season and competed extremely well for a group
of young year 7 and 8 boys who had never before played basketball. Mrs Heather Lethbridge and Mr Mike Colgan took the
reins with this team and coached them for the season. A big thank you for all your time and effort with this young team and
guiding them through the season. The OAGS Wildcats were our only primary team to compete in the winter season this year,
they grew with each game. Ben Postma coached the boys team and Mrs Sally Postma managed, a big thank you to both of
you for your efforts with this team that year. Reports from the boys were that they loved it and had so much fun playing
together. The OAGS Flames made it to the finals for their Winter Season, what a great effort for this newly formed team with
several girls only just learning how to play basketball. Freya Baker took charge with this team playing the role of team captain. I
congratulate her on her commitment to the team, making sure all girls worked together each week. Thank you to the parents
that attended games for the OAGS Flames. The OAGS Heat have had a cracker of a season making it into the semi finals.
These boys have had several seasons together to perfect their skills and teamwork. What a wonderful achievement from these
boys and their coach Laura Hassan with Mike Colgan assisting where needed. OAGS 36ers started the Winter season in Term 2
with a bang. Unfortunately due to other commitments the boys had to fold their team for the remainder of the season. Thank
you to Sally Postma for managing this team for Term 2.
A big thank you to Mike Colgan for his relentless commitment and dedication
to making sure our basketball players had a training session every Tuesday,
without Mike Term 3 training would have been a thing of the past!
Congratulations to all the Winter Season basketball players for 2022! We are
looking forward to another great Summer Season for 2022/2023. Please
remember that coaches and managers for each team will be needed for the
Summer Season to commence.
Mrs Erin Purvis
Basketball Coordinator

AICES Athletics Carnival
The amazing efforts of the OAGS Athletics teams keep on rolling in with the phenomenal effort from the Secondary Squad
which features 71 students. The Western Association Sport (WAS) Athletics Carnival was held on Monday 29th August. The day
was interrupted by rain however the OAGS spirit shone through and we went on to win the whole carnival with an astounding
3121 points. The following students went that little bit further and broke a number of records; Adelaide Pittis (4 records), Jocelyn
Blair (2 records), Keegan Willis (1 record), Nathaniel Lee (1 record), Amelia White (1 record) and the Junior Girl Relay team
(Jocelyn Blair, Adelaide Pittis, Elyse Stringer and Milla Jurd).

It was a quick turn around for the majority of our Secondary as they went off to the AICES Athletics Carnival on Tuesday 6th
September. Over 45 students went off to represent both OAGS and WAS supervised by Chris Doyle and Catherine Stevenson.
OAGS achieved a phenomenal result by achieving a ranking of 3rd best school on the day competing against 65 other
schools. Most of our team were placed within the top 15 for most events. Adelaide Pittis showed her strength in running and
took 2 seconds off the 12 Yrs girls record in the 400m.
Bayden Willis 18 yrs Boys Age Champion Keegan Willis runner up for 16 Yrs Boys Age Champion Adelaide Pittis 3rd in the 12 Yrs
Girls Age Champion Jocelyn Blair runner up for 14 Yrs Girls Age Champion. As a group our girls were ranked 3rd overall against
65 teams while our boys ranked 5th. WAS won the overall percentage score
With the huge success of both our Primary and Secondary Athletics teams we will be sending a squad of over 19 athletes to
compete in 34 events. An absolutely phenomenal achievement by our school!
This year Little Athletics created an event that would allow students from all public catholic and individual schools to compete
against each other. Three OAGS students took part in this carnival and enjoyed the day immensely. Jessica McGreal achieved
3rd place in the U11 high jump & U11 4x100m relay while her sister Emily gained a 2nd in the U9 4x100m relay. Awesome work
girls!
Teams for Summer Sport are coming together nicely with Touch notes already out and Basketball
to next week. If you have a skill and/or passion for Touch or Basketball please get in touch with
the school as we would love to offer you a coaching opportunity.
Dominique Hutchinson
Head of K-12 Sport

ENROLMENT
Contact enrol@oags.nsw.edu.au

EMPLOYMENT
Contact employment@oags.nsw.edu.au

Due to significant growth this year we are looking for Primary and Secondary Teachers in a variety of
leadership and coordinator roles. More information and role descriptions can be found on our website.
https://www.oags.nsw.edu.au/careers-at-oags

Have you met Becky? Our newest team member in
the Administration team.
Becky is all things student services and will be the
first smile that you will see at OAGS.
Becky is your contact person for anything student
related and can be contacted via
admin@oags.nsw.edu.au

Transport for NSW is seeking to improve
the consistency and accuracy of bus
service information across New South
Wales. As part of this state-wide
program, bus route names and numbers
are being amended so they can become
part of a standardised system.
These changes will apply to all buses
that operate to and from your school,
effective 12 September 2022.
Note that these are route name/number
changes only. Physical routes (or paths)
along which school buses operate will
not be affected.
Changes to routes can also be viewed
online at
transportnsw.info/bus-changes-orange
To help students and teachers clearly
identify services and become familiar
with the changes, there will be a transition period during which each
bus will display its old route name/number next to the new one.
If you have any questions about these changes, please contact Apple
City Tours directly on 6365 8395.
Kind Regards,
Brooke Bingham
Admin & Compliance Manager
APPLE CITY TOURS | AC FUEL PTY LIMITED | WOODHOUSE
WINES

